
 

GEORGIA NATIONAL GUARD FAMILY SUPPORT FOUNDATION, INC.  
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.The Georgia National Guard Family Support Foundation, Inc. is a n independent non-profit educational and charitable found ation (501)(c)(3) which exists for the sole 

purpose of providing support  to  members and families  of the Georgia National Guard, and other qualified military Active Duty or Reserve members based in Georgia  
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FOUNDATION REPORT ï September 18, 2008 

 
We have MOVED!  Our new address and numbers are: 

 
GEORGIA NATIONAL GUARD  

FAMILY SUPPORT FOUNDATION, INC. 
5019 HIGHWAY 42, SUITE 203  
ELLENWOOD, GA 30294-3438 

TELEPHONE NUMBERS:  678-569-5704 or 678-569-5702 
FAX NUMBER: 678-569-5762 

 
Website: http://www.georgiaguardfamily.org  

 
The GEORGIA NATIONAL GUARD FAMILY SUPPORT FOUNDATION, INC. is a 501 (c) (3) charitable 
organization established in 1994 to provide emergency relief assistance during times of financial 
crisis to the members and families of the Georgia National Guard, our Stateôs reservists and 
qualified active duty service members in the State of Georgia.  The Foundation, although not a 
military organization, is recognized as an official support organization of the Georgia National 
Guard. 
 
In November 2005, Georgia Chamber President & CEO, George Israel, announced with David 
Ratcliffe, Chairman, President & CEO, Southern Company, and 2005 Chair of the Georgia 
Chamber, Governor Sonny Perdueôs initiative to raise ONE million dollars to support Georgia-
based troops and their families through the GEORGIA NATIONAL GUARD FAMILY SUPPORT 
FOUNDATION. 
 
Through the generous support of donors, both large and small, the Foundation was able to reach 
that goal by the end of 2006!  We received $1 in cash in an unmarked envelope as well as a 
$100,000.00 check with an Atlanta Journal donation coupon!   
 
As a result of these contributions, we have been able to help hundreds of families, both traditional 
and deployed soldiers and airmen, with emergency relief assistance.   In 2006, we were able to 
provide over $ 252,000.00 in financial aid.  In 2007, that amount was increased to over $ 325,000.00 
and our projections for 2008 are about $ 400,000.00.   
 

WE NEED YOUR HELP TO DO MORE. 
 

Contributions can be made on our website: www.georgiaguardfamily.org with your credit card; 
through your State of Georgia Tax Return as a ócheck-offô charity; or mail a donation. 

 
 

http://www.georgiaguardfamily.org/
http://www.georgiaguardfamily.org/
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Mr. Mike Worley, Committee Chairman for the Top Gun Ride for Children, presents a check to Col 
Jay Peno, Foundation President, at The Center for Children and Young Adults in Marietta, GA. 

 
 

6
TH

 ANNUAL TOP GUN MOTORCYCLE RIDE FOR CHILDREN  
 
The Georgia National Guard Family Support Foundation was selected as the military support 
organization to receive funds from the 6

th
 Annual Top Gun Ride for Children sponsored by The Center 

for Children and Young Adults in Marietta, GA.  In August, the Center presented a generous check 
to the Foundation in the amount of $ 6,337.70!  This is the second year that the Foundation has been 
the recipient of this event.  The Center provides facilities and support programs for abused, neglected and 
abandoned children in the Metropolitan area of Atlanta.  The Foundation is a 501 (c) (3) organization and 
provides statewide emergency relief assistance to members and families of the Georgia National Guard.  

 THE 2007 STATE OF GEORGIA INCOME TAX CHECK-OFF!   

Georgia taxpayers had another opportunity to make donations to the Georgia National Guard Family Support 
Foundation when they filed their taxes for the year 2007.  A simple ñcheck-offò box on the Georgia income tax 
return allowed taxpayers to make donations that were automatically deducted from their refund or included in their 
payment.  The check-off box was added to the Georgia state income tax forms by the Georgia Legislature in 2005 
as a show of support for the Georgia National Guard. We just received a check from the Department of 
Revenue in the amount of $ 104,038.71 representing check-off contributions for 2007.  For tax year 2006, we 
received $ 114,195.00 and for tax year 2005, we received $107,559.40.  Reportedly 98% of the amounts 
collected by the State were from $1.00 donations! 
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Both organizations depend on private and public donations for support and extend heartfelt appreciation 
to all who were able to participate in this fun and worthwhile event. 
 
The 6

th
 Annual Top Gun Ride for Children was held in Kennesaw, GA on 19 April 2008.  The Cobb 

County Police Motorcycle Unit led the ride through a one hour escorted tour of Kennesaw before arriving 
at the main gates of McCollum Field to the Flightworks hangar.   
 
The GA National Guard provided a UH-1 as a static display at the Flightworks hangar.  Attendees were 
able to have their photograph taken in front of the UH-1.   Food was included from various vendors at the 
hangar.  Radio station 97.1 provided music.  A silent auction was held.  There were at least 250 bikes in 
the Ride this year.  To see two columns of bikes at least a mile long riding together was really incredible.  
We hope to be able to link to the aerials at some time in the future.  The Cobb County Police Department 
did an outstanding job escorting the Ride and the numerous Top Gun Ride Volunteers made the event a 
great success.  Go to www.topgunrideatlanta.com as the organizing efforts for next year have already 
begun!  A special thanks from the Foundation to Mike Worley, our valued Board Member, and the 
Committee for including the Foundation in this remarkable event! 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

http://www.topgunrideatlanta.com/
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Savannah Armed Forces Festival on River Street Benefits the Georgia National Guard Foundation 
 
Command Chief Master Sergeant Steve Thornton, 165

th
 Airlift Wing, presents a check for $4000 to 

Foundation Board Member Frank Baker.  These funds were the results of the Sixth Annual Armed Forces 
Memorial Day Festival on River Street, put on by the 165

th
 Airlift Wing and the City of Savannah, on May 

24-25, 2008. 
 
For the past six years the Wing has taken the Memorial Day weekend as a major fund raising project.  
The Festival includes music, crafters, food and beverage sales, and military demonstrations.  Members of 
the unit, as well as family members and retirees coordinate all of the activities and man booths selling 
bottled water, snow cones, pop corn and soft drinks.  They benefit from sales by the crafters and other 
vendors as well.  It is a great event and the Foundation extends our sincere appreciation to all involved 
for their continuing support! 
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On June 6-8. 2008, Harriet Morgan attended the 60

th
 Annual NGAGA Convention in Jekyll Island, GA.  

The convention was well attended.  Major General Nesbitt was generous with his praise and support of 
the Georgia National Guard Foundation.  The Foundation donated a framed Freedom print signed by the 
artist, Steve Penley, as a door prize for the event.  After the Convention, we received a letter from 
Marshall Kennemer, Executive Director of NGAGA.  Here is an excerpt from that letter: 
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The Family Readiness Conference was held August 8-10, 2008 in Atlanta.   Diane Robinson 
represented the Foundation this year at the Family Readiness Conference.  It was well attended and 
organized.  Awareness about the Foundation was raised when we provided a framed FREEDOM  print 
signed by the artist, Steve Penley, as a door prize for the event again this year. 
 
 
The Enlisted Association Conference will be held 24-26 October 2008 in Macon, GA and we are 
making plans to be represented at this yearôs event. 
   
 
 
 
 
 

COMBINED FEDERAL CAMPAIGN (CFC) FOR 2008: 
OUR 5-DIGIT ORGANIZATION NUMBER IS 70602. 

 
Our applications for the 2008-2009 Campaign for the following agencies and have been approved and 
upcoming Kick-Off Campaigns will begin the end of August 2008 through the fall. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
SOUTHWEST GA AREA CFC ï ALBANY, GA 
NORTHEAST GA AREA CFC ï ATHENS, GA 
METROPOLITAN ATLANTA AREA CFC ï ATLANTA, GA 
CSRA CFC ï AUGUSTA, GA 
TRI-COMMUNITY AREA CFC ï COLUMBUS, GA 
MIDDLE GEORGIA AREA CFC ï MACON, GA 
CFC FOR COASTAL GA ï SAVANNAH, GA  
 
GREATER CHATTANOOGA AREA CFC ï CHATTANOOGA, TN  
(includes Dade, Catoosa, Chattooga, Gordon, Murray, Walker and Whitfield Counties, GA) 
 
NORTHEAST FLORIDA-SOUTHEAST GEORGIA REGIONAL CFC ï JACKSONVILLE, FL  
(includes Appling, Atkinson, Bacon, Ben Hill, Berrien, Brantley, Camden, Charlton, Clinch, Coffee, Cook, 
Echols, Glynn, Irwin, Pierce, Telfair, Turner, Jeff Davis, Ware, Wayne, Wheeler and Wilcox Counties, GA) 

 
 

Memorandum from Major General Nesbitt follows regarding the Combined 
Federal Campaign for 2008: 
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FREEDOM 

 
Renowned Georgia artist, Steve Penley, created an original artwork, entitled FREEDOM.  Through the 
Georgia Chamber of Commerce, the original painting was auctioned and the winning bid was $12,000.00 
with the proceeds to the Foundation in 2006. We have received an additional $ 13,000.00 from the sale of 
the signed prints from a limited edition of 2000 reproductions.  Prints are available through our office and 
our website (www.georgiaguardfamily.org) for $50.00.   
 
 

 
 

Primary Contact Information: 
 

Jay A. Peno, COL GA ANG 
Foundation President 

678-569-5701  
jay.peno@us.army.mil 

 
Harriet H. Morgan 

Foundation Administrator 
678-569-5704  

678-569-5762 FAX 
harriet.morgan@us.army.mil 

 

http://www.georgiaguardfamily.org/

