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Governor lauds Guard at ‘09 Guard Day

Story by Lt. Col. Ken Baldowski & photos by Sgt. 1st Class Roy Henry

The State of Georgia formerly recognized the more than
14,000 men and women who make up the Georgia National
Guard at formal ceremonies held Wednesday, March 11,
2009, in the State Capitol’s rotunda. More than 150 Georgia
Air and Army Guardsmen were in attendance for the mom-
ing ceremony, which featured Governor Sonny Perdue read-
ing a proclamation to the Georgia Guard.

In remarks to the audience, which included several leg-
islators and agency heads, and families and friends of the
National Guard, the govemor recognized the role played by
Georgia’s citizen-soldiers in the Global War on Terror. He
indicated that virtually every unit of the Axmy and Awr Guard
has been mobilized with many being deployed for their sec-
ond and third times. Perdue acknowledged the leadership
provided by Maj. Gen. Terry Nesbitt, Georgia’s Adjutant
General, in structuring an organization that is well suited to
theneedsofﬁxestatedlnmgtnnesofemergency

The govemnor and revenue commission Bart Grzham also
presented Nesbitt with a ceremomal check amountng to
more than $104,000 for the Georgia National Guard Family
Support Foundation. These donations were received from
Georgia Taxpayers who “checked the box” on their Geor-
gia State Tax Retum forms giving one dollar to the foumda-
tion. Since 2005, ﬂ)efctmdanouhsrecewedmethmﬂ
million to help Guardsmen and their
families in time of hardship.

More than 100 Army and Air
Guardsmen and members of Geor-
zia’s Youth Challenge Academy were
alizned on the stairway dwring the
Perdue’s remarks and remained fol-
lowing the ceremony for pictures. FF

Right: Governor Sonny Perdue (right)
presents the document proclaiming
March 11, 2009, as National Guard Day,
Perdue praised the dedication and pro-
fessionalism of the Georgia Army and
Air National Guard, to Maj. Gen. Terry
Nesbitt, Georgia’s Adjutant General,
during ceremonies marking the occa-
sion in the state capitol’s north rotun-

e Proclamation

Family Support
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Major Gen. Terry Nesbitt (left), Georgia’
accepts a $104,000 check for Georgia National Guard Family
Foundation during National Guard Day, from Gov. Sonny Per-
due and Georgia Department of Revenue commissioner Bart
Graham (right). With them, between Perdue and Graham, is
Georgia Department of Veterans Service commissioner Pete
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.The Georgia National Guard Family Support Foundation, Inc.isa nindependent non-profit educational and charitable foundation (501)  (c)(3) which exists for the sole
purpose of providing support to members and families of the Georgia National Guard, and other qualified military Active Duty or Reserve members based in Georgia
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Tax season 15 upon us and while most of us dread the anmaal
ritwal of tax preparation, the National Guard Family Support Foun-
dation amxaoushy anticipates tax season since from milhons of
Gecrgia taxpayers come a portion of the necessary funds that will
£o to help many Georgia Guard fanmhies experiencing finaneial
hardships. Since 2005, Georgia income tax forms have displayed
a simpla box, which Georgia taxpayers can check to donate money
to the Wational Guard Foundation Last year, the Foundation col-
lected more than $104,000 from the tax form check-off box.

“Check the box and belp a Guard Family™ 15 the theme of a new
media. Brigier Gen. Maria Britt, Army Guard commander, re-

Check a box, Smewspape dopiy 24 Thest PSR

are awed and printed at no cost to the

Help a Guard Family ™=, i sowceor

g1a Guardsmen have always been
ready to help their fellow Gecrgians and the nation during times
of erisiz,” Britt said. “Sometimes at personal hardshap for the m-
dn':.dnalGuardfamil}r By simply checking the box on the form,
Gecrgians can donate one dollar or more to help Guard famulies.
“These contributions mount up and allows us to help more Sol-
diers, Anmen and their families throughout Georgia ™

Harriett Morgan, foundation admimistrator, sand that B0 percent
of all confributions made to the Foundation come in smaller ncre-
ments of a dollar or more from the income tax check off form.
“‘WE re delighted to receive any amount,” Morgan explains adding
that the foundation also recenves donations from large corperations,
busmesses and individuals throughout Georgia.

Smee the establishment of the National Guard Foundation more
than $1 million has been recerved to help more than 1,000 milrtary
famihes m Georgia. “We provide financial assistance for all kinds
of personal and family needs from healtheare, to assistance with
rent payments,” continued Morgan., She also suggested that the
upconing deployment of the 4Bth Infantry Brigades Combat Team
this summer will continue to place stains
on the foundation’s resources as Soldiers
and Airmen deploy into a war zone leaving

The audio P5As can be heard by linkmg
to 30 sec PSA and 15 second P5A. Ifyou
havea gquestions about the Founmdation or
to request belp from the Foundation, call
(678) 569-5702. And remember, Guards-
men also have the opportumity to check the
box on their Georgla Income Tax form and
help a Georgla mihitary fammly.

SPECIAL THANKS TO BG MARIA BRITT for her ongoing help and support of the Foundation!



FOUNDATION BENEFITS FROM BASKETBALL MATCH-UP

ATLANTA 1 Along with the fun and excitement of the first Army-Air National Guard basketball game at

Philips Arena, and the benefits to Guard members and t|
another special benefit to the events of April 10, 2009 at the Philips Arena.

At center court before the start of the Hawks-1 ndi ana Pacers game, Maj. Gen. Ter
Adjutant General, accepted a $3,000 check on behalf of the GEORGIA NATIONAL GUARD FAMILY

SUPPORT FOUNDATION from the Atlanta Hawks organization. Accompanying Nesbitt at the

presentation was Maj. Gen. Scott Hammond, Georgia Air National Guard commander and Brig. Gen.

Maria Britt, the Army Guard commander. Proceeds from ticket sales to the Army-Air challenge and the

Hawks-Pacers game was directed to the Georgia National Guard Family Support Foundation on behalf of

the Atlanta Hawks. Colonel Bobby Shannon and his assistant, Brittany Walden, were key organizers of

the event, and Shannonds | aw f icantnbutedftickétsafdr the ArmByamdt h , Smi t |
Air players and coaches.

Colonel Jay Peno, President of the Family Support Foun:i
to raise this level of awareness and funds, are greatly appreciated by the Foundation, which remains

dedicated to providing assistance to our Citizen-Sol di er s and their familieso.

Story by Lt. Col. Ken Baldowski and photos by Tech. Sgt. Tim Neville
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Army dominates Air in first Army-Air basketball game at Philips

Drawing by Ken Baldowski

In the first basketball game played between the Georgia Army
and Air National Guard, both teams played hard, but the
Armyds superior shooting ultimately

Guardbdés early |-Braidtory.o earn a 66




