
 

GEORGIA NATIONAL GUARD FAMILY SUPPORT FOUNDATION, INC. 

5019 HIGHWAY 42, SUITE 203, ELLENWOOD, GA 30294-3438 

(678) 569-5704 (phone) – (678) 569-5756 (fax) 

Website: http://www.georgiaguardfamily.org  

 

.The Georgia National Guard Family Support Foundation, Inc. is an independent non-profit educational and charitable foundation (501)(c)(3) which 

exists for the sole purpose of providing support to members and families of the Georgia National Guard, and other qualified military Active Duty or 

Reserve members based in Georgia 
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                         FOUNDATION REPORT    JANUARY 2011 
 

 
The Georgia National Guard Family Support Foundation, Inc. was organized in the State of Georgia in 1994 
exclusively for charitable purposes within the meaning of Section 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986.  The 
Foundation’s sole purpose is to provide emergency relief assistance for basic needs during times of financial crisis to the 
members and families of the Georgia National Guard and other qualified members of the Georgia Department of Defense. 
The Foundation, although not a military organization, is recognized as an official support organization of the 
Georgia National Guard. 

 
 
During calendar year 2010, the Foundation approved 229 APPLICATIONS (189 Grants and 40 interest-free Loans) to our 
military families in the total amount of $ 157,269.00.  This brought our cumulative totals to more than 1,556 Grants and 
Loans and over $1,352,004.00 in emergency relief assistance since 2004.  We received $ 234,475.00 in contributions for 
2010 from the following donors: 

 
AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION-DOBBINS CHAPTER # 331 $250.00 

ARMED FORCES MEMORIAL DAY FESTIVAL-SAVANNAH, GA $7,000.00 

ATLANTA BRAVES TICKET SALES $879.00 

ATLANTA FALCON TICKET SALES $6,823.00 

CFC-COMBINED FEDERAL CAMPAIGN/UNITED WAY $29,113.00 

CROY ENGINEERING, LLC $2,500.00 

CRTC SAVANNAH-GOLF TOURNAMENT $1,000.00 

DAWSON’S OFFICE AUCTION $3,179.00 

EPPERSON FAMILY FOUNDATION $1,000.00 

FIRST CLASS PETTY OFFICER ASSOCIATION $1,000.00 

GA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE (includes Flowers Foods and Georgia Power Foundation) $15,683.00 

GA DEPT OF REVENUE TAX CHECK-OFFS $102,390.00 

GANGFSF CHARITY GOLF OUTING $10,000.00 

HAWKS CHARITY BASKETBALL GAME $4,060.00 

HONOR OF GEORGE M. ISRAEL, GA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE $250.00 

INDIVIDUALS (includes Family Readiness Conference) $4,632.00 

J & J FOODS, INC. $1,000.00 

JOSEPH FUND BY TRONCALLI FAMILY $700.00 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS # 9923 $631.00 

LOCKHEED MARTIN $5,000.00 

MEMORY OF “PAPA” JOE BLASINGAME $1,650.00 

MEMORY OF CSM DALE SHANKLIN $1,475.00 

MEMORY OF LT COL MARY WITT WEXLER $350.00 

MEMORY OF MAJ KEVIN JENRETTE-SOME GAVE ALL 5K $16,000.00 

MEMORY OF MRS. BETTY WATERS $400.00 

MILITARY FUNERAL HONORS PROGRAM $780.00 

NPOGATEWAY (ING AND MORGANSTANLEY) $1,180.00 

TEAM CHINOOK CONFERENCE $2,436.00 

TILTED KILT PUB & EATERY $695.00 

TOP GUN MOTORCYCLE RIDE FOR CHILDREN $7,220.00 

WAL-MART FOUNDATION $1,000.00 

WEBSITE: www.georgiaguardfamily.org $4,099.00 

WOW-WOODMEN OF THE WORLD $100.00 

  

TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS 2010: $234,475.00 

  

 
 

http://www.georgiaguardfamily.org/
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   SOME GAVE ALL 5K – 1 SEPTEMBER 2010 CHECK PRESENTATION 
 

MEMORY OF MAJ KEVIN JENRETTE 
 

Army Maj. Kevin M. Jenrette  

Died June 04, 2009 serving during Operation Enduring Freedom  
 
37, of Lula, Ga.; assigned to the 1st Battalion, 108th Reconnaissance, Surveillance and Target Acquisition Squadron, 48th 
Infantry Brigade Combat Team, Georgia Army National Guard, Calhoun, Ga.; died June 4 near Kapisa, Afghanistan, of wounds 
suffered from an improvised explosive device and small-arms fire.  

Kevin’s wife, Shannon Jenrette, their family and friends, organized the SOME GAVE ALL 5K on May 8, 2010 in Kevin’s 
memory.  The Foundation was truly honored to be designated as the beneficiary for this most special event.  It was attended 
by hundreds of supporters, from tots to seniors! 
 
On September 1, 2010, Shannon Jenrette and members of the SOME GAVE ALL 5K Committee presented a check to the 

Foundation in the amount of $ 16,000.00 at a luncheon hosted by the Foundation.  BG (R) Blanton, representing the 

Foundation, presented a special framed FREEDOM print, signed by the artist, Steve Penley, to Shannon, her children and the 
Some Gave All 5K Committee with heartfelt appreciation for their generosity.   

 
 

              THE GEORGIA POWER FOUNDATION, INC. 
 

                                          DONATES $10,000.00 

                               TO THE GEORGIA NATIONAL GUARD 
                               FAMILY SUPPORT FOUNDATION, INC. 
 
SPECIAL THANKS AGAIN THIS YEAR to Ms. Susan M. Carter, Executive Director of the Georgia Power 
Foundation, Inc. for the generous donation of $ 10,000.00 to the Foundation in December 2010.  The Georgia Power 

Foundation, Inc. and its leadership have been strong supporters of our organization since 2005 and we greatly 
appreciate the ongoing assistance to our Emergency Relief Program.   
 
We also want to take this opportunity to thank Mr. Mike Worley, Community Development Manager, with the Georgia 
Power Company.  Mike serves on our Board of Directors and we are grateful for his friendship, guidance, experience 
and advice to the Foundation throughout the year!  Thank you, Mike! 
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Mrs. Shannon Jenrette presenting $16,000.00 check from the SOME GAVE ALL 5K 
 in Memory of her husband, Major Kevin Jenrette, at September 2010 luncheon.  

 

 
 
 
 

FREEDOM, a signed print by the artist, Steve Penley, 
is presented to Shannon Jenrette, and the SOME GAVE ALL 5K COMMITTEE,  

by the Georgia National Guard Foundation.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

4 

 
 
 

 

The 10th Annual ARMED FORCES MEMORIAL DAY FESTIVAL was held on May 28-30 2010 on River 
Street in Savannah this year.  The Festival included music provided by the Georgia Army and Air National Guard 

bands as well as a local DJ, crafters, food and beverage sales, and military demonstrations. Members of the 165
th
 Airlift 

Wing as well as family members and retirees coordinated all of the activities and booths to sell bottled water, soft drinks, 
pop corn and hot dogs. The Foundation extends our sincere appreciation to all involved for their continuing efforts and 

ongoing support through this great event!  Proceeds from the festival were presented to the Foundation in the 
amount of $ 7,000.00! 
 
 

 
 
 

          
 
 
 
 

                     
MEMORY OF THE HONORABLE RICHARD LEE HODGE  

 
Mrs. Linda Hodge sent a wonderful note and a $ 500.00 contribution, in memory of her husband, the Honorable 
Richard Lee Hodge, in recognition of the Military Funeral Honors Program.  Her note to Colonel Peno dated 8 
September 2010 is as follows: 
 
In honor of the courage and sacrifices of the men and women and their families, I am enclosing a gift of gratitude.  
The Honor Guard who presided over the memorial services for my husband (Honorable Richard Hodge on 
8/23/10) was a reminder of how much all Americans are in your debt.  Many in attendance had never seen an 
Honor Guard and each expressed what a moving experience it was.  Thank you once again for your service.   
Sincerely, Linda Hodge 
 
The Foundation acknowledged the donation with appreciation to Mrs. Hodge and also to SGM Bryan Hise, 
Coordinator of the Military Funeral Honors Program. 
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TEAM CHINOOK ANNUAL CONFERENCE in SAVANNAH 
PRESENTS $2,436.00 TO FOUNDATION! 

 
 
LTC Vernon Atkinson, 78

th
 TC, contacted Col Peno in August about the Team Chinook Conference held 31 

August-1 September 2010 in Savannah.  The Youth Challenge Honor Guard opened the ceremony and the 47PM 
organized a fundraiser during the conference with proceeds designated for the GEORGIA NATIONAL GUARD 
FOUNDATION.  Cathy Anthony, The Boeing Company, was the POC for the Conference in Savannah and Col (R) 
Ed Wexler, the Foundation’s Emeritus Director, represented the Foundation at their Awards Ceremony and 
Closing Reception on the 1

st
 of September.  He was able to speak to the attendees about the Foundation and 

acknowledge our appreciation for being the selected beneficiary of their fundraising efforts.  Ms. Anthony 
provided the following statement to us: “It was a pleasure and honor to support your organization.  It would be 
great if you could also recognize the Georgia Army National Guard Youth Challenge Honor Guard.  They were 
one of the reasons we selected your organization because they supported our conference with presenting and 
retiring the colors.  They were wonderful!” 
 
From their website:  “Team Chinook is a jointly sponsored government-industry effort to promote, market and 
sell Chinook helicopters domestically and internationally.  Team Chinook also provides a venue to discuss 
issues of importance to the Chinook program.  In summary, Team Chinook is about focus-a-focus on the 
Chinook program to enhance product awareness and over time stabilize and gain market share for the world’s 
premier heavy-lift helicopter.” 

 

 
 

COL (R) Ed Wexler accepting $2,436.00 donation at the Team Chinook Conference  
on behalf of the Georgia National Guard Foundation. 

 
Pictured are: COL Bob Marion, US Army Cargo Project Management Office,  

and Ms. Leanne Caret, Boeing Chinook Program Manager.   
These are the two leaders of Team Chinook. 
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FIRST CLASS PETTY OFFICER ASSOCIATION (FCPOA) 
OF CAMP PHOENIX PRESENTS 

$1,000.00 TO THE FOUNDATION! 
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COMBINED FEDERAL CAMPAIGN – 2010-11 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Our 5-digit code is 70602   
 
 
The Georgia National Guard Family Support Foundation is an approved CFC Charity for all nine agencies serving the 
State of Georgia.  Kick-Off Campaigns for federal employees started in September 2010 and continued through 
November.  With the cooperation of the State Family Readiness Program, we were represented by Family Assistance 
Specialists at several events throughout the State.  
 

SOUTHWEST GA AREA CFC – ALBANY, GA  

 
NORTHEAST GA AREA CFC – ATHENS, GA 

 
METROPOLITAN ATLANTA AREA CFC – ATLANTA, GA 

 
CENTRAL SAVANNAH RIVER AREA (CSRA) CFC – AUGUSTA, GA 

 
UNITED WAY OF THE CHATTAHOOCHEE VALLEY 

(formerly known as the TRI-COMMUNITY AREA CFC) – COLUMBUS, GA 
 

MIDDLE GEORGIA AREA CFC – MACON, GA 
 

COASTAL GEORGIA CFC – SAVANNAH, GA 
 

GREATER CHATTANOOGA AREA CFC – CHATTANOOGA, TN 
 

(includes Dade, Catoosa, Chattooga, Gordon, Murray, Walker and Whitfield Counties, GA) 
 

NORTHEAST FLORIDA-SOUTHEAST GEORGIA REGIONAL CFC – JACKSONVILLE, FL 
 

(includes Appling, Atkinson, Bacon, Ben Hill, Berrien, Brantley, Camden, Charlton, Clinch, Coffee, Cook, Echols, 
Glynn, Irwin, Pierce, Telfair, Turner, Jeff Davis, Ware, Wayne, Wheeler and Wilcox Counties, GA) 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
STATE OF GEORGIA  
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CHARITABLE CONTRIBUTIONS PROGRAM 2010-11 
 

OUR AGENCY CODE # IS 177000 

"" HHeellpp  MMaakkee  DDrreeÉÉmmss  CCoommee  TTrruuee  --  GGiivvee  FFrroomm  tthhee  HHeeÉÉrrtt""  
 

AUGUST 24, 2010:  BG (R) Steve Blanton and Harriet Morgan  represent ed the Foundation when Angie Ballard, 

State Charity Campaign Coordinator, invit ed us to speak at the short program following lunch on 24 August 

2010.  BG(R) Blanton did a great job outlining some of the accomplishments of the Foundation and expressing 

our appreciation for the opportunity to highlight the Georgia National Guard Family  Support Foundation in 

front of representatives from each State agency and many universities and colleges!  

 

SEPTEMBER 2, 2010: Charityfest activities in the Twin Towers Building were  held on Thursday, September 2 

from 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. and attended by Harrie t Morgan and Sandra Bruce, the State Personnel Director for the 

GA Dept of Defense.  Charityfest was an opportunity to meet state employees and to make them aware of the 

services our organization provides in preparation for the  annual employee enrollmen t c ampaign.  This 

opportunity was  especially important for those of us whose organizations were participating in the 

Charitable Contributions Program for the first time.    

 

SEPTEMBER 8, 2010:  The Department of Transportation held  a Charityfest event on Septe mber 8 from 10:00 

a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at Wayne Shackelford Building/TMC, 935 East Confederate Ave. Έ Bldg. 24, Atlanta, GA 

30316. Ms. Venus Ponder represented the Foundation at the DOT event.   

 

SEPTEMBER 13, 2010: The Georgia Department of Labor held a  Charityfest for its employees on September 13, 

10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.   Harriet Morgan and Sandra Bruce represented the Foundation.  Several hundred employees 

attended.  

 

SEPTEMBER 15, 2010: The Department of Transportation held  a Charityfest event on September 15 ,  from 10:00 

a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at One Georgia Center, 600 West Peachtree Street, Atlanta, GA 30308. Harriet Morgan and 

Sandra Bruce represented the event which was well organized and attended.   

 

SEPTEMBER 16, 2010: The Department of Driver Services held a Charityfest event on September 16 from 10:00 

a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at their location in Conyers at 2206 East View Parkway.  Ms. Venus Ponder represented the 

Foundation and reported a great program and a good turn - out by employees.  

  

SEPTEMBER 22, 2010: The Department of Transportation held a  Charityfest on September 22 from 10:00 a.m. to 

12:00 p.m. for the employees located at 15 Kennedy Drive in Forest Park .  Ms. Venus Ponder represented the 

Foundation and again reported a well organized program and good attend ance by DOT employees.   

 

SEPTEMBER 23, 2010: The Department of Human Services and Department of Community Health held a  Charityfest 

for the employees at 2 Peachtree Street on September 23, 10:00 a.m - 2:00 p.m.  The event was held in the 

First Floor Lobby and the Foundation was one of about 25 organizations represented.  We spoke with hundreds 

of employees, providing give - away items and our brochures with our agency code number 177000.   

 

Special thanks to Sandra Bruce, State Personnel Director, and Venus Ponder, State CAR, for working with us 

at these events.  
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2010 STATE OF GA TAX CHECK-OFF CHARITY! 
PICK AN AMOUNT AND MAKE IT COUNT FOR THE 

GEORGIA NATIONAL GUARD 
FAMILY SUPPORT FOUNDATION! 

 
× Georgia taxpayers have the opportunity to make donations to the GEORGIA NATIONAL GUARD FAMILY 

SUPPORT FOUNDATION (a 501 (c) (3) non-profit corporation) when they file their taxes this year.    
 
× A simple “check-off” box on the Georgia State Income Tax Return will allow taxpayers to make donations 

that will be automatically deducted from their refund, or can be included in their payment.  The check-off 
box was added to the Georgia state income tax forms by the Georgia Legislature in 2005 as a show of 
support for the Georgia National Guard.   
 

× The Family Support Foundation provides emergency relief assistance to members and families of the 
Georgia National Guard and other qualified military members based in Georgia.   

 
The Foundation received: 

$ 107,559.00 for tax year 2005 returns; 
$ 114,195.00 for tax year 2006 returns; 
$ 104,038.00 for tax year 2007 returns;  
$   80,777.00 for tax year 2008 returns; 

$ 102,389.00 for tax year 2009 returns; 
for a total of $ 508,958.00! 

 
Reportedly 98% of these donations are from $1.00 contributions! 

   
× As a result of these contributions and others, both large and small, the Foundation has provided over 

$1,308,380.00 in financial assistance to about 1,500 families throughout the State of Georgia as of mid-
October 2010.   

 
× With the return of an estimated 3,000 GEORGIA NATIONAL GUARD troops, local disasters and ongoing 

requests for emergency relief assistance,  
 

WE NEED YOUR HELP TO DO MORE! 
 

Please call us at 678-569-5704 or visit our website: www.georgiaguardfamily.org for more information! 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.georgiaguardfamily.org/
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THE ATLANTA FALCONS  
 
 

Offered pre-season, season and single seat discounted ticket sales  

for the 2010 football season  to the Foundation! 

 

AS A RESULT OF THESE GREAT OPPORTUNITIES,  

 

THE FOUNDATION WAS ABLE TO RAISE 

 

$7,345.00 ! 
 

 
 

 

SPECIAL THANKS TO WARREN PARR, ATLANTA FALCONS, 

BG (R) STEVE BLANTON AND CW2 LARRY DAWSON,  

OUR òTICKETMASTERS!ó 
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         CHRISTMAS ASSISTANCE PROGRAM SUMMARY for 2010 
 
 

Last year, Senator Don Balfour assisted us with digital billboards, a massive email effort, speeches and public 
service announcements, as well as an invitation to attend the December Gwinnett Chamber of Commerce 
Meeting to raise awareness about the annual Christmas Assistance Program. As a result of his efforts, he 
became our “most valuable player” and we were able to establish the Balfour Christmas Fund in honor of his 
son, TREY BALFOUR, who was serving in Afghanistan with the Georgia National Guard.  More than $ 3,000.00 
was contributed during the month of December 2009 to our CAP account within the Georgia National Guard 
Foundation. 
 
These funds, as well as contributions made from other individuals and organizations, provided toys, clothing and 
gifts to almost 600 children of traditional and deployed soldiers and airmen of the Georgia National Guard for 
2009.  The Christmas Program was coordinated by Mrs. Kim Garrett, Youth Program Director, and was supported 
by Mr. Darrell Partee, Director of the State Family Readiness Program and the Family Assistance Specialists. 
 
CW2 Larry Dawson, a Foundation Board Member, established a relationship with Kohl’s department stores about 
two years ago and they have done several “volunteer support projects” for the Georgia National Guard.  For each 
event, Kohl’s donates $ 500.00 to the Foundation for the Christmas Assistance Program.  In 2009, we received  
$ 2,000.00 and in 2010, we have received $1,500.00 to date.  This year, the Kohl’s organization, has stepped up to 
provide additional assistance for the Christmas Assistance Program.   
 
We had over 220 military families complete the application process for approximately 600 children throughout 
the State.  About half of these children were “adopted” by organizations and individuals that include St Francis 
High School in Alpharetta; the Hebron Baptist Church in Lawrenceville; GOP Atlanta; GOP Lexington, GA; 
Country Club of the South;  VFW-Macon; VFW-Winder; Ministry to Military-Lawrenceville; American Legion Post 
251; Patriot Guard Riders; Kohl’s and others.   
 
For the 325 children on the “2B Adopted” list, we coordinated a volunteer effort with Kohl’s in Douglasville, GA to 
pull and package clothing items for each of these children.  Kohl’s took advantage of a Midnight Madness sale on 
Friday, December 10

th
, plus gave us an additional 20% on all items.  We had estimated about $8,000.00 for the 

shopping spree, but with the sale prices and additional discounts, the cost was actually $5,134.00 PLUS we 
received $1,100.00 back in “Kohl’s cash” ($10.00 earned for every $ 50.00 spent)! We used these extra dollars to 
shop for families submitting last minute applications.  In addition, Kohl’s will send us $ 500.00 for their volunteer 
project which we will designate for the Christmas Assistance Program!  This combined effort was a great 
success and we extend our sincere appreciation to Ms. Selina Owens and the staff of Kohl’s in Douglasville for 
their participation! 
 
In addition, Kim Garrett, the coordinator for the Christmas Assistance Program, received several truck loads of 
toys and items of special interests that were combined with the clothing.  Several of the Family Assistance 
Specialists helped with the final “push” to coordinate gifts for delivery to families in their areas. Sentiments of 
appreciation include the following:  
 

THANK YOU TO THE CHRISTMAS ASSISTANCE PROGRAM!! My children loved the gifts that were picked out for 

them. The clothes were a plus as well! I really appreciate all that you do for us single soldiers 

taking care of ou r families! Have a Blessed New Year!!  

 

Thank you for everything that you do for us.  The Soldiers that received their Christmas Assistance 

were extremely grateful for everything.  When they looked through their bags here, they were excited 

and talked about  how much their children would like the items.  So, on behalf of the families from our 

Unit , thank you for making their Christmas special!  

 

 


