
 

GEORGIA NATIONAL GUARD FAMILY SUPPORT FOUNDATION, INC. 

5019 HIGHWAY 42, SUITE 203, ELLENWOOD, GA 30294-3438 

(678) 569-5704 or (678) 569-5702 (phone) – (678) 569-5756 (fax) 

Website: http://www.georgiaguardfamily.org  

 

.The Georgia National Guard Family Support Foundation, Inc. is an independent non-profit educational and charitable foundation 

(501)(c)(3) which exists for the sole purpose of providing support to members and families of the Georgia National Guard, and 

other qualified military Active Duty or Reserve members based in Georgia 
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            FOUNDATION REPORT    FEBRUARY 10, 2010 
 

 
The GEORGIA NATIONAL GUARD FAMILY SUPPORT FOUNDATION, INC. is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit 
charitable organization established in 1994 to provide emergency relief assistance to the 
members and families of the Georgia National Guard, our Stateôs reservists and other qualified 
active duty service members in the State of Georgia.  The Foundation, although not a military 
organization, is recognized as an official support organization of the Georgia National Guard. 

 

The Foundation approved 219 Grants and interest free Loans to our military families in the 
amount of $ 163,352.00 during calendar year 2009.  This brought our cumulative totals to 1,327 
Grants and Loans and $1,194,734.00 in emergency relief assistance since 2004.  We received 
$188,876.00 in contributions for 2009 from the following donors: 
 
 
AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY $100.00 

ARMED FORCES MEMORIAL DAY FESTIVAL $10,000.00 

ATLANTA FALCON TICKET SALES $12,945.00 

COMBINED FEDERAL CAMPAIGN/UW $25,731.00 

FAMILY READINESS CONFERENCE $50.00 

GA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
(Includes Georgia Power Foundation) 

$24,867.00 

GA DEPT OF REVENUE TAX CHECK-OFF $80,777.00 

HAWKS CHARITY BASKETBALL GAME $2,835.00 

HONOR OF MG TERRY, NESBITT, TAG $100.00 

HONOR OR MR. DAVID RATCLIFFE FROM  
THE ROGOWSKI CHARITABLE FUND 

$4,000.00 

INDIVIDUALS $1,340.00 

LOCKHEED MARTIN $5,000.00 

MEMORY OF GEORGE ALLEN $235.00 

MEMORY OF JAMES BELFLOWER, SR. $100.00 

MEMORY OF LT COL MARY W. WEXLER $2,798.00 

MEMORY OF PAIGE JAMES $100.00 

NPOGATEWAY (ING AND MORGANSTANLEY) $1,088.00 

DAWSONôS OFFICE AUCTION $3,000.00 

SPORTS ENTERTAINMENT FUNDRAISER $100.00 

TOP GUN RIDE FOR CHILDREN 2009 $10,000.00 

VFW STATE, LODGE & AUXILLIARY SUPPORT 
$1,000.00 

WESBITE: www.georgiaguardfamily.org 

$2,707.00 

 
 
 
MEMORY OF Lt Col (R) Mary Witt Wexler: 

http://www.georgiaguardfamily.org/
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Through the generous spirit of Col Ed Wexler and his family, the Foundation has received over  
$ 3,000.00 in donations made in the Memory of Mary Wexler.  What a wonderful tribute!  Our 
condolences and a heartfelt THANK YOU to Col Wexler, his daughters and their families. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

On behalf of TAG, it is with great sadness that I announce the passing of Lt Col (R) Mary Wexler, spouse of Col 
(R) Ed Wexler.  Mary passed the morning of 28 Nov 09.  Mary was such a great lady and retired member of the 
Georgia Air National Guard and our thoughts and prayers go out to Ed and his family.   
 
The funeral service for Lieutenant Colonel Mary Witt Wexler, U.S. Air Force (Ret), with full military honors, will be 
held at 11 am on Tuesday, December 1, 2009, at the graveside, Bonaventure Cemetery, 330 Bonaventure Rd, 
Thunderbolt, GA, conducted by Rabbi Arnold Mark Belzer. 
 
Remembrances: Georgia National Guard Family Support Foundation, Inc., Suite 203, 5019 Highway 42, 
Ellenwood, Georgia 30294-3438 or the United Way of the Coastal Empire, Post Office Box 2946, Savannah, 
Georgia 31402. 
 
Condolence cards may be sent to: 8 E Back Street, Savannah, GA 31419 
 
With our deepest condolences, 
 
Jay 
 
JAY A. PENO, COL, GA ANG HQ A1 
GA NG JFHQ Human Resources Officer/J1 

MEMORY OF JAMES A. BELFLOWER, SR. 
 
James A. Belflower, Sr. -HAWKINSVILLE, GA - James A. Belflower, Sr., 63, of Hawkinsville, GA 
died Saturday, December 19, 2009 at his residence. Graveside services with Military Honors will be 
held at 2P.M. Monday, December 21, 2009 in Orange Hill Cemetery with Rev. Freddie Rhodes and 
Rev. Keith Rustin officiating. -Mr. Belflower was a native of Pulaski County and a member of the 
Baptist faith. He retired from the U.S. Army and the 48th Brigade Georgia National Guard after 24 
years of service including Korea and Desert Storm. He retired from Blue Bird Body Company after 35 
years of service. -Survivors include his wife, Loretta B. Belflower of Hawkinsville, GA; son, 
James Albert (Connie) Belflower, Jr. of Eastman, GA; daughter, Carmen (Ken) Youngblood of 
Cochran, GA; brother, Charles (Terri) Belflower of Lawton Oklahoma; four grandchildren, Kelly 
Belflower, Lauren Belflower, Kyle Youngblood and Emily Youngblood; several uncles, aunts, nieces 
and nephews. The family requests donations be made to the 48th Brigade Family Support 
Group, 5019 Highway 42, Suite 203, Ellenwood, Georgia, 30294-3438; phone #678-569-5702 or 
5704. - Published in The Telegraph on December 20, 2009  
 
Our condolences to Mrs. Loretta Belflower and our thanks and appreciation to her family and friends 
for remembrances in the Memory of James Belflower, Sr. 
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THANK YOU, SENATOR BALFOUR! Senator Don Balfour assisted us with digital 

billboards, a massive email effort, speeches and public service announcements, and our invitation 
to attend the December Gwinnett Chamber of Commerce Meetingðall GREATLY APPRECIATED!  
See reprint below from Veterans Day 2009.  As a result of his efforts, we were able to establish the 
Balfour Christmas Fund in HONOR of TREY BALFOUR with more than $ 3,000.00 designated to a 
special account for our Christmas Assistance Program. 
 
These funds as well as contributions made from other individuals and organizations provided 
toys, clothing and gifts to almost 600 children of traditional and deployed soldiers and airmen of 
the Georgia National Guard for 2009.  The Christmas Program was coordinated by Mrs. Kim 
Garrett, Youth Program Director, and was supported by Mr. Darrell Partee, Director of the State 
Family Readiness Program and the Family Assistance Coordinators. 

ñDAWSONôS AUCTIONò and luncheon for the full-time employees of the Human Capital Team and 
the Oglethorpe Armory staff raised $ 2,648.00 for the Foundationôs General Fund for 2009!  CW2 Larry 
Dawson a/k/a ñDawsonôs Auctionò was able to secure items from many different vendors for auction to 
the highest bidder at our December event.  Everybody had a great time for a good cause and we 
appreciate the support! 

The Atlanta Falcons DONATE $2,500.00 to 
The Georgia National Guard Family Support Foundation 

         from the 27 DECEMBER 2009 Falcons vs Buffalo Bills Game! 
 

Thanks to Mr. Warren Parr and CW2 Larry Dawson, discounted Falcons Ticket  
And Commemorative Falcons Camouflage Hats 

were part of a SPECIAL GEORGIA NATIONAL GUARD OFFER!! 
 

 
 

We appreciate the ongoing support of the Atlanta Falcons! 

THE GEORGIA POWER FOUNDATION, INC. 
 

         DONATES $10,000.00 TO THE GEORGIA NATIONAL GUARD   
                            FAMILY SUPPORT FOUNDATION, INC. 
 
SPECIAL THANKS AGAIN THIS YEAR to Ms. Susan M. Carter, Executive Director of the Georgia 
Power Foundation, Inc. for their donation of $ 10,000.00 and ongoing support in December 2009.  
The Georgia Power Foundation, Inc. has been a strong contributor to the Foundation since 2005 as 
well as the Georgia Power Company and the Southern Companies.   
 
Mr. Mike Worley serves as Community Development Manager for the Georgia Power Company.  In 
this role, he works to ensure the communities of Georgia are prepared for growth.  Mike serves on 
many Boards and organizations in addition to the Foundation Board.  We consider him one of our 
ñMVPôsò and we are grateful for his friendship, guidance, experience and advice to the Foundation 
throughout the year!  Thank you, Mike! 
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Posted: 7:13 PM Nov 10, 2009 

BALFOUR: A reminder of what we 
are sacrificing  
Today, we celebrate Veterans Day. I have a deep admiration for our 
military. I always have. Until recently, I had no idea that the price for 
our freedom was not just paid by our troops. It is also paid by their 
families.  

Reporter: By Don Balfour 

 
Don Balfour  

Today, we celebrate Veterans Day. I have a deep admiration for our military. I always have. Until recently, I had no idea that the 
price for our freedom was not just paid by our troops. It is also paid by their families.  

The troopôs husband or wife who is left behind must be both mother and father to their children. Parents must be a constant source 
of strength for their children, who spend days at school worrying for their parents and nights kneeling by their bedside praying for 
their safety. Troops will miss birthdays, sporting events and first steps as they spend day after day and Christmas after Christmas 
away from home. 

When I see our troops in uniform, I thank them for their service and pray for their safety. But I also pray for that troopôs spouse and 
their children. Families left at home make a huge sacrifice.  

One spouse whom I recently thanked said, ñI am proud to serve with my husband from the homefront. Families serve, too, and my 
children and I are deeply honored and humbled to serve in our capacity. My children and I may not be in danger, but we serve with 
sacrifice, worry, stress, pride, faith and above all love for my husband and our country.ò  

When my son, Trey, shipped out to Afghanistan, it was as if someone ripped out my heart. When he came home for two weeks of 
leave, it was as if those two weeks lasted minutes, not 14 days. When I drove Trey to the airport to return to Afghanistan, he was in 
his uniform and I was in my business suit. But before we got into the car, we went into the front yard with our baseball mitts to play 
catch. It must have looked odd to our neighbors, but I wished those moments on the front lawn would never end.  

Trey has a passion for military service. When he finished basic training, people would thank him for his service. He appreciated their 
comments but was uncomfortable for the gratitude because in his mind, he hadnôt really served until he was able to join others like 
him in harmôs way. Just before he left for Camp Shelby for training for Afghanistan, I offered Trey a weekend snow skiing, something 
he normally loves to do. He refused, knowing that if he broke a leg he wouldnôt be able to go to Afghanistan.  

The Georgia National Guard has 3,200 troops in Afghanistan this year, just as passionate about the military as my son. In 2005 
through 2006, the Georgia National Guard served with distinction in Iraq. These soldiers work in our communities as police, 
firefighters, and teachers.  

Winston Churchill once said of his troops, ñNever was so much owed by so many to so few.ò The same gratitude is owed to our 
service men and women. Thank our troops, pray for their families and pray for the family whose spouse has already paid the 
ultimate price.  

I encourage you to find troops from your community. Join with others to see how you can support families left behind. Take them to 
the aquarium. Help do yard work. Get to know them and find out how you can assist them. Contribute to the National Guard Family 
Support Foundation. The Foundationôs Web site is www.georgiaguardfamily.org, or send a check to the Foundation at 5019 Ga. 
Highway 42, Suite 203, Ellenwood, GA 30294-3438.  

Support those who put their lives on the line to protect our freedoms. Soldiers overseas appreciate our thoughts and prayers, and 
gain comfort from knowing that their families are being supported.    

Don Balfour is a state senator from Snellville. 
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JANUARY 13, 2010 MEETING WITH MR. TRUETT CATHY, CHICK-FIL-A 
 

 
 
 
 

COL Jay Peno, GA National Guard HRO/J1, presents the ARMY FREEDOM TEAM SALUTE 
AWARD to Chick-Fil-A Founder, Mr. S. Truett Cathy, Mr. Ramsey Walker (Stockbridge Store 
Manager) and Ms. Pamela Caves (Stockbridge Marketing Manager). Chick-Fil-A has been a great 
partner and supporter of the GA National Guard and our Family Support Foundation. 
 
 

 

ñDAWSONôS AUCTIONò and luncheon for the full-time employees of the Human Capital Team and 
the Oglethorpe Armory staff raised $ 2,648.00 for the Foundationôs General Fund for 2009!  CW2 Larry 
Dawson a/k/a/ ñDawsonôs Auctionò secured items from many different vendors for auction to the 
highest bidder at our December event. Sampling included hotel weekends, Dillardôs gift baskets, 
assorted gift cards , Petty Driving Experience, Calloway Golf weekend and an Atlanta Falconôs 
autographed football by Matt Ryan!   Everybody had a great time for a good cause and we appreciate 
the support! 
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  PICK AN AMOUNT & MAKE IT COUNT! 
 

 DONATE TO THE GEORGIA NATIONAL GUARD  
FAMILY SUPPORT FOUNDATION 

WHEN YOU FILE YOUR INCOME TAX RETURN  
FOR 2009! 

 

Georgia taxpayers have the opportunity to make donations to the GEORGIA 
NATIONAL GUARD FAMILY SUPPORT FOUNDATION, INC. (a 501 (c) (3) non-profit 
corporation) when they file their taxes this year! 
 
Referred to as a simple ñcheck-offò box on the Georgia income tax return, the tax-
deductible donation was added to the Georgia state income tax forms by the 
Legislature in 2005 as a show of support for the Georgia National Guard.  
 

The Foundation received: 
$ 107,559.00 for tax year 2005 returns; 
$ 114,195.00 for tax year 2006 returns; 
$ 104,038.00 for tax year 2007 returns; 
 $80,777.00 for tax year 2008 returns; 

 Total of:  $ 406,569.00 to date! 
 

Reportedly 98% of these contributions were from $1.00 donations! 
 
The Family Support Foundation provides emergency relief assistance to 
members and families of the Georgia National Guard and other qualified military 
members based in Georgia.  As a result of these contributions and others, the 
Foundation has provided over $1,194,734.00 in financial assistance to more than 
1,320 families throughout the State of Georgia.  With the deployment and return 
of an estimated 4,500 troops in 2009-2010: 
 

WE NEED YOUR HELP TO DO MORE! 
 

PLEASE PICK AN AMOUNT AND MAKE IT COUNT  
WHEN YOU FILE YOUR TAXES THIS YEAR!   

Call us at 678-569-5704 
or visit our website: www.georgiaguardfamily.org 

for more information! 
 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 
 

 

http://www.georgiaguardfamily.org/
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THIS JUST IN:  WE WILL HAVE A DRAWING AT OGLETHORPE AND KENNESAW ARMORIES FOR AN 

AUTOGRAPHED "MINI" BASKETBALL.  A WELL KNOWN HAWKS PLAYER, TBD, WILL HAVE THEIR AUTOGRAPH 

ON THE BALL! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTENTION:  COME TO 

OGLETHORPE AND 

KENNESAW ARMORIES 

ON SATURDAY 6 

FEB  

TO VISIT WITH 

MEMBERS OF THE HAWKS 

"A TOWN" DANCERS 

 

ALCON, 

 

We have confirmed with the Atlanta Hawks that members of the "A Town" Dancers will appear 

at Oglethorpe Armory and Kennesaw Armory on 6 Feb from 1130 to 1230 . The Hawks Dancers 

will be available to sign autographs and pose for pictures.  

 

The purpose of this event is to promote our 13 Mar Fundraising event for the GEORGIA 

NATIONAL GUARD FAMILY SUPPORT FOUNDATION with the Atlanta Hawks vs. the Detroit Pistons. 

Tickets will be available for sale at both locations for $25 each ($43 face value 

ticket).  

 

POCs for this event:  

 

Oglethorpe-- CW2 Larry Dawson (404 388- 4598) 

 

Kennesaw-- COL (Ret) Steve Blanton (770 861 - 4589) 
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THE ATLANTA HAWKS 

are offering SPECIAL PRICE game tickets for the 

2nd ANNUAL ARMY NATIONAL GUARD 

VS AIR NATIONAL GUARD 

BASKETBALL GAME

FOLLOWING THE

ATLANTA HAWKS VS DETROIT PISTONS 

ON SATURDAY, 13 MARCH 2010 AT 7:00 P.M.

COME ON DOWN TO SUPPORT

your fellow Guardsmen as they take the NBA court 

live from Philips Arena!! 

Special Price includes the Guard game 

AND the Hawks vs. Detroit Pistons game! 

Donôt miss this extraordinary and FUN event! 

A LIMITED NUMBER OF TICKETS are available 

for $ 25.00 each

($43 value ticket) with proceeds to benefit the 

GEORGIA NATIONAL GUARD 

FAMILY SUPPORT FOUNDATION, INC.

HURRY TO TAKE ADVANTAGE 

OF THIS GREAT OPPORTUNITY!!!!

For more information, CONTACT

BG (Ret) Steve Blanton at 678-569-5761 or 770-861-4589

OR CW2 Larry Dawson at 678 569-5734 or BB 404 388-4598
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 ANNUAL TOP GUN MOTORCYCLE RIDE FOR CHILDREN  
 

SATURDAY, APRIL 17, 2010 
 
The Georgia National Guard Family Support Foundation has been 
selected as the military support organization to receive funds from the 
8

th
 Annual Top Gun Ride for Children sponsored by The Center for 

Children and Young Adults in Marietta, GA.  This is the FOURTH 
year that the Foundation has been the recipient of this event.  The 
Center provides facilities and support programs for abused, neglected 
and abandoned children in the Metropolitan area of Atlanta.  The 
Foundation is a 501 (c) (3) organization and provides statewide 
emergency relief assistance to members and families of the Georgia 
National Guard.  Both organizations depend on private and public 
donations for support and extend heartfelt appreciation to all who were 
able to participate in this fun and worthwhile event. 
 
The 8TH Annual Top Gun Ride for Children will depart from Hooters 

in Kennesaw at 4:30 p.m.  The Cobb County Police Motorcycle Unit will lead a one hour escorted tour of 
West Cobb County before arriving at the gates of the CLAY NATIONAL GUARD CENTER and onto the 
runway.  Music, food, silent auction and program await riders at Hangar 1. 
 
The Cobb County Police Department does an outstanding job escorting the Ride and the numerous Top 
Gun Ride Volunteers make the event a great success.  Go to www.topgunrideatlanta.com for more 
information about the organizing efforts this year!  Pre-registration is available on the website and is 
encouraged.  Participation is $ 30 per person.  $10 for Children 12 and Under.  All proceeds benefit The 
Center for Children & Young Adults (www.umbrellaweb.org) and the Georgia National Guard Family 
Support Foundation (www.georgiaguardfamily.org).  The Foundation received $10,000.00 from the 
2009 Ride!  A special thanks from the Foundation to Mike Worley, our valued Board Member, and the 
Committee for including the Foundation in this remarkable event! 
 
 
 
                         
 

 
                                                      Cobb County Police Escort 2009  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.topgunrideatlanta.com/
http://www.umbrellaweb.org/
http://www.georgiaguardfamily.org/

